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Furniture: Should India
start thinking of a Circular
Economy for Furniture?




BACKGROUND

In the Post Pandemic world, societies
and economies need to rethink and
innovate more sustainable ways of
doing business that is less extractive.
The world has seen that interference
with biodiversity has a significant
impact on human health. Circular
Economy offers an exciting possible
avenue for increased sustainability
and equity.

The furniture sector in India has
historically been upheld by village
carpenters, local craftsmen and
artisans. Traditionally the materials
used to manufacture furniture in India
have been dominated by bamboo,
reeds, wood etc. Infact, wood makes
up 65% of all furniture in India. In
recent times, increasing concern over
rampant deforestation has led to a
decrease in local wood supply. As a
result, engineered wood, bamboo,
metal and plastics are entering the
market as raw materials of choice.
These however are not the most
sustainable options.

The building blocks of circularity are
already ingrained in India’'s markets.
This is seen in the utilisation and
repair of products and the widely
distributed systems of recycling and
recovery. However, this is mostly
handled informally, in the form of
scrap dealers or small time vendors.
Turning these trends into core
strategies by incorporating the
practices into furniture circularity can
prove to be environmentally and
socially beneficial in India.

Incorporating the circular economy
can help prevent the misuse and
depletion of resources, maintain
materials and products and recycle
potential waste. Aside from the
environmental advantages, adopting
circular practices can also provide
financial benefits.

There is a chance for the furniture
industry in India to save money and
be sustainable by adopting the
circular economy. Reusing,
repurposing and recycling have been
almost second nature in Indian
society. This thinking is an asset. If
leveraged in an organised manner
and expanded to include elements in
circular frameworks for companies,
India has the potential to establish a
leadership position in the furniture
market.
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SHIVANI DOGRA

Shivani Dogra runs an interior design business based out of New Delhi and
Goa. The studio focuses on creating Indian inspired spaces that are contextual
and as far as is possible, sustainable. The studio has successfully completed
residential and hospitality spaces around India and overseas and has been
featured extensively in the media. She is self trained and her first display of an
interior design project was her own studio apartment in New Delhi, decorated

almost completely with recycled materials.

AJITH KARIMPANA

Ajith Mohan Karimpana is the Founder and CEO of Furlenco, India’s first and
largest furniture subscription company. He is a versatile entrepreneur with a
great knack for spotting transformational business opportunities, a trait that
also led him to establish Furlenco and now UNLMTD by Furlenco, the world's
first furniture subscription service. Ajith is a BTech graduate in Industrial
Engineering from the National Institute of Technology, Jalandhar. He has an MS
in Computer and Information Science from Temple University, Philadelphia
USA. Apart from being a successful and inspirational business leader, Ajith is a
voracious reader and has a penchant for languages. He also loves watching

Bollywood movies.
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DR. T.K. JOSHI

Dr. T.K. Joshi, Director, Occupational and Environmental Programme. MBBS,
MS, MSc (Occupational Medicine, London), Cer. OEM (UCSF), DLSHTM (Occ.
Health) UK., FFOM (Royal College of Physicians, London). Visiting Professor
Drexel University, School of Public Health, Philadelphia. He was a visiting
research fellow at London, School of Hygiene, at TUC Centenary Institute of
Occupational Health. He has been a Director, Occupational & Environmental
Health Programme at COEH, First Indain Physican elected Fellow by
Collegium Ramazzini. He has been associated with several leading corporate
organizations and trade unions. He has national and international experience
and is an acknowledged expert in the field. Dr. TK Joshi is specialized in
occupational and environmental medicine, an area which has a global
shortage of specialists including North America and Europe.

DEEPAK KUKREJA

Deepak Kukreja , the owner of Kurkreja furniture, is a furniture manufacturer
and seller based in Amar Colony, Delhi. He has been in the furniture business
since 2004. He studied interior design at JD Institute and gained experience
learning from the Amar colony furniture market, recycling wood and furniture
into new unique items.
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KEY THEMES OF DISCUSSION

BUSINESS THAT INCLUDES
SUSTAINABILITY

Speaker Ajith Karimpana shared how most people start
furniture businesses keeping in mind the business
aspect and not the sustainability aspect of the product
initially.

As businesses evolve, they start to incorporate
sustainability in all aspects of the business.

REFURBISHING FURNITURE

It is important for furniture produces to have furniture
manufacture and remanufacture facilities.

Producers support the creation of new furniture and
remanufacturing facilities support giving new life to
used furniture which ensures circularity in furniture.

To ensure circularity in the furniture sector, the
product needs to stay within the process of perpetuity.




KEY THEMES OF DISCUSSION

INTERGENERATIONAL USERS

Shivani Dogra discussed how India at a certain point
was naturally sustainable.

People were conscious of what they were using, how
they were using it and things were passed on from
one generation to the next.

There was this culture of using products for as
long as possible and enabling intergenerational use.

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS
OF MATERIALS USED

Dr. T.K Joshi highlighted how with the
consumption of any product, it is important to be
mindful of how it is handled, used,
understood, and managed that makes any
material activity either safe or harmful.

In the case of furniture, glass, wood, leather,

varnishes, paints and metals need to be used
carefully as they contain toxic chemicals.
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KEY THEMES OF DISCUSSION

HAZARD EVALUATION

Hazard Evaluations will prevent harm from the
production of furniture.

This process looks at worker exposure, route of
exposure, work, hygiene practices,
environmental conditions, ventilation, control
and protective measures that will ensure the
reduction of toxic materials used in the manufacture
of furniture and protect workers from diseases.

CASE STUDY
AMAR COLONY

Deepak Kukreja from Amar Colony, Delhi shared with
us the process of recycling furniture. No wood goes to
waste as it is either refurbished or recycled.

Furniture is made from old windows, door frames, beds and
more. Wood is procured from offices and buildings by scrap
dealers and then sourced to furniture makers in Amar colony.
Cutting down trees and using fresh wood is avoided which
contributes to less depletion of resources.
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FRIEDRICH FRIEDRICH EBERT STIFTUNG

m.r% The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung is a non-profit German foundation
mmm committed to the values of democracy and social justice

@ www.indiafes.de/

CHINTAN ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH

)
cht.l.:ntan AND ACTION GROUP
environmental research and action group Chintan is a non-profit that works on sustainability through the

lens of solid and hazardous waste, and air pollution.

www.chintan-india.org/
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